—

-y Y

-
B e T R ———

—— ¥ w

R e

The Evening World Daily Magazine, Monday, January

T — i Y —]

d, 1916

By Ed

Y e e e ]
A Wonder Romance by
the Creator of “TARZAN"

gar Rice Burr
SIVIII IS IIIIRIIIIINED

s~

(Coppright, The Prank A, Muneey Co)
CHAPTER L.

The Martians.

AM John Carter—once Captain in the Confederate Army, And now a
very old man; how old 1 do not know,

Al the Civil War's close 1

wont Weat, prospeoting.

Attncked by hostlle Indlang, I took refuge in a mountain cave,

from which emunuted a polsonous gun. Overcome by this, 1 seemed

te undergo a physieal metamorphosis, pome inherent part of mo belng re-
leamed yo that | could view. like a socond person, my seemingly lifeleas hody
Iying on the cave's foor. In Lhis state, through a secies of phenomena that
need not be recounted here, 1 found myself transported to the planet Mars.

Thers 1 was hurled upon a serles of

adventures among a people, glgantic,

six-limbed nnd hideoun (“green Martlans” I called them), who, surrounded
by the armies and beasis of burden—Ilike those of the prehistorie earth—

founft In me a fascinating captive,

I wan guarded by a Martlan woman, Sola, and a Martian “watch dog.”
& kindiy, though terrific-looking, ten-legged animal, In one of my endeavors
to esoapo | waa attacked by a palr of Gondiah white apes of Mars,

One of these monsters seized me and dashed me to the ground,

The thing, which moro nearly re-
membled our curthly men than it did
the Martians 1 had seen, held me pin
toned to the sarth with one huge foot,
while It Jabbored nnd gesticulnted at
the orsature bebind me.

Thia other, which was avidently its
mate, sooi came toward us, bearing a
mighty stone cudgel with which It
evidently Intended to braln me.

& creatures wers abont Hfteen
foot tall, standing erect, and had, like
the “green Martdans'" an intermedi-
Ary set of arms or legs, midway be-
twaen thelr upper and lower limbs,

Their eyen wera closer together and
nop-protrnding; their ears were high
sst but mora Iaterully located than
thoss of the Martians, while their
soouls and testh were strikingly like
thome of our African gorilia.

Altogother they wora noat nnlovely
when viewed hy comparison with the
green Martians,

The cudgel was swinging in the
arg which ended upon my upturned
face when a bolt of myrad-legged
horror hurled Itself through the door.
way full upon my exscutioner,

With a shriek of foar the aps which
held me leaped through the open
window, hut itsa mate closed In & ter-
rine death wstruggle with my pre-
sarver, which was nothing loss than
my falthful watch-thing—I cannot
bring mymolt to call s0 hideous «
vreature dog.

As quickly ns posaible T galued my
fecl, and backing aguinst thae wall 1
witnobsed sich u battle as it s vouch-
safed few beings to sce. The strength,
agllity and .blind feroclty of thess two
creatures is approached by nothing
Faewwn to earthly iwan,

My boast had sn advantags In his
firet hold, having sunk his mighty
fangd far into the breast of his ad-
e ;. but the great arms wnd
lﬂm the ape, backed by muscles
Tar transcending thowe of the Martiun
men I had seen, had locked the throut
of my guardian and slowly wero
choking out his life, and bending back
e head and neck upon His body,
whets 1 momentarily expected to xon
the former fall limp at the end of a
Lroken neck.

In accomplishing this the aps wns
wearing away the entire front of its
breast, which wis held in the vise-
like £rip of tha powerful Jaws, Hack
and forth upon the flour they rollod,
yelther one emitting a sound of fear

or paln.

Presently T saw the praat eves of
ny beast bulging vempletely from
nelr sockets and blood Nuwing from
{im nosirile, ‘'That he was weakening
parceptibly wus evident, but o wlsi
was tha aps, wlose sirugiies weie
Erowing momentarily loss

Buddeuly 1 came tu myself and,
with that astrange Instinet which
roama ever to prompt ma Lo ny duty,
1 seiged the tudgel, which had fullen
1b the foor at tha commencement of
the battls, und swinging It with all
the power of my ourthly arma 1
cranshed it full upon the head of the
ape, crushing his skull as though It
Tind been an ereshell

Hoarcely had the blow descendad

when 1 waa confromted with a bew
lllm.
; brute’s mate, recaversd from
ita first shock of terror, had réturnod
10 the scens of the encounter hy way
of the interior of the huilding

I glimpsed him  fust  befors  ha
reached the doorwav, and the =ight
ul.ﬁlm. now roaring a= he perceived
Nilg Jifelens follow stratched upon the
floor, and frothing at the mouth in
the extremity of his rage, filled me
with dire rorebodings.

1 am willing to stand and figot
when the odds are not too over-
whelmingly sagalnst me, but in this
instance 1 percelved neither glory
nof profit in  pitting my  puny
strengtih  wgainat the iron musclos
and feroeity of this onraged denleon
of sn unknown world: in fact, the
oply outcoms of such an sncounter,
so far as [ might be concernsd,
woomed sudden death,

1 was standing near tha window and
* =y thut ones In Che street | might
galn the plaza nnd aatety before the
@ re could overtake me; at least
th was o chance for snfoty In fligh*
ag t almnat certaln death should I
re n and fight.

It ls trie 1 held the cudgel, but
what could I do with it against his
four gréat arms?

Eyen should | broak one of thom
with my frst blow, for 1 frured that
ho Wwould attempt to ward off the
cudgel, he ocould reach out und an-
nihilate me with the others before I
vould recover for a second attack.

fn. the Instant that thess though's
puased through my mind 1 had turnel
to make ror the window, but my eyes
alighting on the form of my erstwhiis
guardian threw all thoughts af fMght
o the four winds. He lay gnsping
upon the floor of the chamher, his
great eyes fastened upon me in what
seemed a pititul appeal for protection,

1 sould not withstand that look, nor
could I, on second thought, have de-
sertedl my rescuer without giving as
good an account of myself In his be-
bhalf as he had in mine.

Without more ado, therefore, 1
turnéd to meet the charge of the in-
furfated apo. He was now too close
upon me for the cudgel to prove of
any effective assistunce, so [ merely
threw it as heavily as I could at his
adyancing bulk, It struck him just
below the kneos, elloiting a howl of

n and rage and so throwing him o
Is balance that hs lunged full upon
m: with arms wide stretehed to ensue

Agaln, as on the preceding day, I
had recoursd to earthly tactics, and
swinglng my right flst full upon the
point of his ehin I followsd it with a
samashing left to tha pit of his
stomach.: Ths cffect was marvellous,

for as 1 Ughtly sidestepped, after de-
livering the second blow, he resled and
fell upon the flaor, doubled up with
pain and gasping for wind.

Leaping over his prostrate body, 1
seized the cudgel nnd fAnlghed the
monster before he could regaln his
feat,

An 1 dellversd the blow, a low laugh
rang out behind me, and, turning, 1
boheld Tars Tarkas (ons of my new
muastorn), Sola and three or four war-
riora standing In the doorway of the
chamber,

As my oyes met theirs 1 wan for
the second time the reciplent of Ltheir
sealously guarded uvrluu-ro.

My absence bhad boen noted by
Roln on her nawakening, and she had
quickly Informed Tars Tarkas, who
had set out immediately with & hand.
ful of warriors 1o search for me,

An they had approached the limits
of the city they had witnessed the
actions of the ape as he bholted Into
the hullding, ftrothing with rage.

They had followed Immedintely he-

hind him, thinking it barely possible |

that his actionn might prove a clue
to my wheroeabouts, and had wit.
neseed my short but decisiva battle
with him,

This encounter, togethar wliith my
sot-to with the Martian whrrior on
tha previous dav and my feals of
Jumping, placed me upon o high pine
nacle In thelr regard. Evidently de.
vold of the finer sentimants of friend-
ship, love or affection, thesa paople
fuirly worship physical prowess and
bravery, and nothing s too good for
the ohject of their adoration so long
an he modntaine his pesition by pe-
pealed eav pivn of hin sKi1ll, strength
and courage

Hola,s who had accompanied the
searching party of ber own volltion,
wos the unly one of the Mortians
whase faee hadl not beun twisted in
lavghter as | battled for my life.
Bhe, on the contrary, was sober with

abparent solicitude and ns woon us 1|
monster rushed to |

had Huished the
e wnd carefully oxamined my body
for possible wounds or infurios,

Hatinfying herself that o had coms
off unscathod, she smiled uletly,
und, toking my hand, starfed to-
wird the door of the chamber,

Turs Tarkas and the othur warriors
lhad entered and wers standing over
the now rapldly reviviog ' ‘v which
lid suved my Iife, and whose Hie I,
i turn, bad rescued,

They somod 1o be deep In argument
and finally one of them addressesd me,
but remembering my  (gnorance of
Nils language, urned back to Tars
Tarkas, who, with & word and ges.
fure, guve soms command to the fels
low and turued te follow us from the
room,

Ther seemed something menacing
fu thelr attitude toward my beast, and
I hesltated to leave untll 1| had

legened the outgome. It was well |
did mo, for the warrior drew an evil
looking pistal from Its holster and

wis on the point of putting an end 1o
the creatursa whea | sprang forwnrd
ntd wtruck up his arm,

The bullet, penetrating the wooden
cusing of the window, exploded, blow.
ing a hole completely thmough the
wiod and masonry

I then knelt down beside the fears
rome louking thing and valsing it 1o
s fout motionsd for it to follow me

The books of surprise which my ae-
tions elicited from the Martiana wera
lvdierous; they could net understand,
exeept in n feshls and childish way,
such atiributes as gratitude nnd pom.
prmion.  The woarrior whose gtin I
hud #track up looked irquiringly at
Tars Tarkas, but the Intter signed
thiet | be left to my own devieas, and
M W roturned to the phsa with my
great baast following olose at hoeel,
and Bola grasping me tgihtly by the
nrm

I hoad at least two frionds on Marm,
a young woman who watched over me
with mothorly sollcitude and a dumb
brite which, as I Inter came to know,

holl in It poor ugly carcuss moms
love, morm joynity, more gratitude
than vould have besn found in the
entiie five milllon groen Masrtinns who
v tho desertod cltivs and dead sed

bottoms of Mars,

CHAPTER I1.
) FTEIR n breakfast, which
was an exact repliea of the
muenl of the preceding day
every meal whieh foellowed
whila T was with the greon men
of Mars, Bola escorted mea to the
munity engaged In wutehing or help-
Ing at the harnessing of hugs inastos
aontan animuls to great three-wheeled
There ware about 250 of thess vehi.
cles, each drawn by a single anlmal,
any aone of which, from their appeusr-
entire wagon (rain when fully loaded,
Thoe charlots themselves were of
large dimensions, commodlous and
In wuch was seated a female Mars
Lan Joaded with ornanents of metal,
with Jewels and silks and furs, anl
which deew the chariots was perched
a young Martian driver. Like the an-
Imils upon whioh the warriors wero
mals wore noeither bit nor bridie, but
ware gulded entirely by telepathic
meins.
in all Martiana, and accounts largely
for the simpiicity of their language
and the relutively few spoken words

The Children of Mars.
and ap Index of practically
plagan, where I found the entire coms-
churlols,
anve, might enally have drawn the
very gorgeously decorated.
upon tha buok of each of the bensts
mounted, the heavier draught anl-
This power Is wonderfully developed
DOCANNATY Vel in loos conversalons,
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It Is the universal languages of
Mars, through the medium of whien
the higher and lower animuais of this
world of parandoxes ars abla to com-
municnte o g Ereater or less extent,
dopending  upon  the  Intellertual
spliern of the specles and the devel
opment of the Individual,

Ax ths cavalvads took up the line of
mureh in single Mle, Hola dragged me
Into an empty chariot and we pro-
vooded with the procession toward the
polnt by whith 1 hod entered the eity
the day bafore,

At the hend of ths caravan rods
some  two  hundrad  warrlors, five
ubreast, ond a llke pumber brought
up  the _rear, while twenty-five or
llnirw outriders flanked us on sither
slde

Every one hut mysaif—men, women
and ohlildron - was heavily armed, and
ot the tndl of each chariot trottod o
Martian hound, my own boast follow.
ing closely behind ours; In faot, 1be
fatthful crenture never loft ms volun-
turily during the entire tima 1 spent
ol Mars,

Our way Jed out meross the litils
vislley betare the eity, through the
Nills nnd down into the dead sen bot-

tom which T hiad travorsed on my
Journey from the incubator to  the
plazi

The incubator, as it proved, wis the

termibil polnt of our journey this day,
wivdl as the entire cavaleads broka
Into . mud gallop aa soon as we
reachod the level exponse of wea Lot
1om, wWe were soon within sight of
our goal,

Ui rerchyng It the charlots wers
poarked with milltary procision on the
four #ldes of the inolusure, and half &
soore of warriors, headsid by the enor-
moud chieftaln and Inecluding Tors

Tarknsy and  soveral othor lesser
vhilefs, dismounted and advanesd
townrd It

I conld sea Tars Tarkas explaining
somothing to the principal chieftaln,
whose name, by the way, was, as
nearly as 1 ean transinte 1t into Eng-
lish, Lorquas PPtomel, Jed-=Jed belng
his title

1 wus #oon apprised of the subject
of their conversation, us, calling to
Soly, Turs Tarkes signed for hor to

solid me to ime I had by this time
mastored  the inteleacies Bt walk-
Ing under Martian conditions, and
guick!y reaponding 1o his command, |
wdvanced to the wide of the Inou-
bator where the party of warriors
wiood,

Ax T reached thelr side n glance

showed me that all but a very few
CEN®  hud  hatehed, the  incubator
being fauirly mlive with the hideous
little devils.

‘hey ranged in helght from three
to four feet, and were moving rest-
lownly about the Inclosure as though
searching for food.

As 1 came to a bhalt befora him,
Tars Tarkas pointed over the lncu-
bator and sald “Sak."

I responded quickly, leaping sntirely
over the parked charots on the far
of the Incubator, ‘The atmos-
pheyve of Mars, so much lighter than
purs, made thia easy. As T returned,
Lorgquas Mtoms] grunted something
at me, and turning to his warrlors,
guve o few words of coumand rele-
tive to the ineubator.

They pald no further attention tn
me, il | was thus permitted to re-
main close and waleh thelr opera-
tlons, which conglsted in breaking an
opening  In tha wall of ths incu-
bator large enough to parmit of the
exit of the young Martiana,

On elther side of this opening the
wom n and the younger Martlans,
both male and femals formed &wo

f

/

solld walle leading out through the
charfots and quite away Into (he
pluin beyond, Hetween these walls
the little Martinne scampered, wild as
deer; being permitted to run the full
length of the alsle, where they wera
captured one at & time by the women
aud older children,

I saw that the ceremaony. if It could
be dignified by sueh n nams, Wes
over, and eeeking out Bola, ! found
haer In our chariot with o hideoous Jit-
tle ereature held tightly In hor armas.

The work of rearing young green
Martians conalsts solely In teaching
theom o talk, and to use the weaipons
of warfare with which Lhey are
londad down from the very first year
of thelr Hves,

Coming from eggwe In which they
have laln for five years, the period of

hidden in the recesses of some rube
terrunean vault whare the lempera-
ture is too low for Incubation. kvery
yeur these oggs are carefully exmnm-
ined by a councll of twenty calef-
tains, and all bt about ons hundred
of the most perfect nre destroyed ovut
of esach yearly supply.

At the end of five yenra about five
hundred almost perfect oggs bave
been  chosen  from  the thousands
brought forth, These are thon placed
In the almont alrtight Incubators ta
be batched by the sun's rays afier
n period of another five years. The
hatching which weo had withossed to-
diy was a falrly representative event
of Its kind, all but about one per cont.
of the aggs hatohing In two daya.

If the remaining exgs eaver hatohnd
we knew noth of the fate of the

ipcubntion, they step forth into the jittle Martians, They weres not want-
world perfectly developed excent In od, as their offspring might Inherit

sige, Entirely unknown to thelr
own mothers, they are the common
ohildren of the ecomnmunity and their
education devolves upon the femiles
who chance to capture thom as they
leave the Incubutor,

Thelr foster-mother may not aven
have hod an egg in the incubator, ny
wis the case with Sola. But this
counta for littla amone the green
Maortians, as parental and filai love
I# as unknowi to them as it s com-
MOn Hmong ws,

I believe thism  horrible  avetem,
which hia been carrisd on for wges,
Is the direct cause of the loss of all
the finer fealingy and higher humani.
tarian institcis smong Lhese poor
creatures. IFrom birth they Know no
fathar or mother love: they
Konow the meaning of the word homs;
they are taught that they are ouly
sufered to llve untll they can demon-
strate by thelr physlque and ferocity
that they are fit to Ny,

Bhould they prove deformed or de.
fective In any way they are promptly

and transmit the t y to pro-
longed incubation, and thus upset tha
aystemy  which hus maintulped for
lf. and which permits the ndult
Martlans to Hgurs the proper time
for return to the Incubitors simost
lo an hour,

The Incubators are bullt in remote
fastnesses, whare there |s little or no
Hkolihood of their being discovéred
by other tribes. The result of such a
Cataatrophe would mean no childron
In the conununity for anolher five
yeurs

I was Intor 10 witness the outroms
of the discovery of an ulien incubutor,

The comimunity of which the gresn
Muartians with whom my lot was cast
formed o pure was composed of sorme
thirty thousand souls.

They roatied an enormous tract of
arid wnd semi-arid land batwean 40
and 80 demrses aouth latitude, and
bounded on the sast and west by two
Inrge tertils tracts. Thelr headquar-
ters lny In the southwest corner of
this district near the crossing of twn

shot: nor do they ses o teur shed 10r g tha go-culled Martlan canals,

& single one of tha many cruel hard-
ships they pass through from earllesg
infanoy,

I do not mean that the adult Mar.
tlans are uuneceasarily or Intentions
ally cruel to the young, but theirs in a
hard and pitiless stroggle for exist-
enco upon a dying planet, the nate
urnl resources of which have dwin-
dled 10 4 point where tha sunport of
each additional fe monns un added
tux upon the community into which it
fu thrown,

By caroful ssisction they rear only
the hardies. specimena of cach spa-
cles, and with almost superanatural
foresight they regulate the With rate
to metrely offset the loxs by death,

Fach adult Martian female brings
forth mbout thirteen oggs vach yoear,
and thoss which maost Lhe  8igs,
welght and specifie gravity tosts are

As the lncubator had been placed
far north of thelr own territory In a
smipposedly uninhabited and uwnfre-
quentad area, wo had befors us o tra-
mendous furney, vonesrning whioh
I, of course, knew nothing.

After our return to the dead city 1
passied several days In comparative
Idleness, On the day following our
return wll the warriors had ridden
forth early In the muming and had
not returned untll just before dark
ness foll,

As 1 lnter leawrned, they had besn to
the milnerransan vaults In which the
cgEn were kept, and had transported
them to the incubator, which they
had then walled up for another five
ywirs, and which, in all protsbility
wonld not be visited again during
that pariod,

The vaults which hid the eges until
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thoey were ready for the Incubator
were located muny miles south of the
former, and would ba visited yearly
by the eotmell of twenty chisftalna,

Why they did not arrange to bulld
their vaults and incubators nearsr
home has nlways bean o mystery Lo
me, and, ke many other Martian
mysteriss, unsolved and unsolvable
hy the lght of sarthly ressoning and
CuNtoms,

Saoln's dutles wara now doubled, ns
#ha wan oompelled to ears for Lhe
young Martian as wall as for me, but
nelther one of us required much st.
tentlon, and as we were both aboul
equally advanesd in Martian educs
tion Sola took it upon hersolf to train
us together,

Her prizse consisted in & male aAbout
four feet tall, very atrong and per-
fort physiocally: also, he learned
guickly, and we had ponsiderable
amusement, at least 1 did, over the
keen rivalry we diaplayed.

The Martlan language, as 1 have
sald, Is extremaly simple, und in a
weok oould make all my Wants
known and understand nearly every-
thing that was sald to me  Likewiss,
under Bola’s tutelage, | developed my
tol:rublo powerm #o that I shortly
oould sense practically sverything
that went on around me,

What surprised Sola most In me
was that, whila 1 could catch tole-
pathic messagon canstly from others,
and often when thay wars not In.
tended for me, Do ons could read &
jot trom my mind under any oir-
cumstances, At fiest this vexed ma,
but later T was very d of It, as It

gFave me an undon advantage
over the Maﬂl_nlu. B
CHAPTER HI.

Prizes and Prisoners.

HE third day aftar the Ineu-
bator coremony we set forth
toward home, but scarce had
the head of the procession
debouched Into thes open

befors the ety than orders

kround
wore given for an Immediate and hasty
return,

As though trained for years in this

particular evolution, the green Mar.
tians melted llke mist into the .

clous doorwaps of the nearby -
lnge, until, in less than three minutes,
the entire cavaleade of chariots, mas-
todans and mounited WArriors was no-
where (o be seen.

Hola and 1 had entered & bullding
upon the front of the city, in fact, the
samn one in which I had had my en-
counter with the apes, and, wishing
to sco what bad caused the sudden re-
troat, | mounted to an upper foor and
peered from the window out over the
valley and the bills beyond, and there
1 saw §t, the causs of thelr sudden
sourrying to cover.

A huge craft, long, low and gray

I peinted, awung slowly over the crest

of the nearest hill. Following it came
another, and anether, and another, un-
thl twenty of thewm, swinging low above
the ground, salled slowly and majos-
um,

banner

Fach carried a strange

| swung from stem to stern above the

upper works, and upon the prow aof
viich  was palnted wome odd  device
lewmed  in the sunlight and
showed plainly even at the distance wt
which wa wera from Lhe vessels. |
conld aee fNgures rrowding the for-
ward decks and upper works of tha

| mireraft

Whether they bhad discovered us or
sinply were looking at the deserted
city 1 eould not say, but in any event
they recolved a rude reception, for
suddenlv withov' gwning the

LY

Intention of completing a eirle
which would bring her up to tion
onoa more opposite our A line.
The other vessols followed her
wake, sach one opening UPoR us as
she swung Into position.

Our own fire never dimindabed, and
I doulrt if 25 per cant. of our shots
went wild,

while the ban-
ners and uppor works dissoived In
spurts of Namoe aa the projectiies of
our warriors mowed through them.

unprotected from the deadly aim of
our warrtors,

It seema that sach green wharrior
has certain objective ints for hia
fire under reiatively ldentical aire
cumstances of warfare, For example,
a proportion of them, slways the best
marksmon, direct thelr fire entirely
upon the wirelesa finding and sight-
ing apparatus of the big guns of an
attacking naval force; another detall
attends to the smaller guns in the
pame way; others plck off the gun-
ners: still others the offcers; while
coertaln  other gquotan concentrate
thair attention upon the other mem-
bors of the erew, upon the upper
worka, A unon the steering Koar
and propellers. gy

wenty minutes after t .
IG‘I the H { fect awung, tralling off
in the direction from which they had
firat appeared Noveral of the oraft
wn‘l? ing perceptibly, and soemed
but barely under the control of thelr

loted Ccrowa.

J.»_#h:" fire had msodmtmmn and
all thelr energies aove

upor. escape. Our warrlors then
rushod up to the roofs of the bulld-
Ingn which we occupled and followed
tho retreating armada with a contine
wous fusillade of deadly fire.

Oue by one, however, the l!ﬂ?
mann to dlt below the crosts o
the outlying hills untl only oné
burely moving craft was in night.
This had recelved the brunt of our
fire, and seemed to ba entirely un-
manned, as ?:M : moving fgure wus
vinible upon her .

|b:n-'nwlsrp::m swung from her course,
efrodng back toward us in an erratio

A4 pitful manner,

“ln-':lully the warriors ceaned firing,
for it was gQuite appurent that the
vessel waa entirely helpless, und, tl.l'
from being in a position to inflct
harm upon ue, she could nol even
cantrol herself sufficiently to escape.

As sha neared the city the warriors
rushed out upon the plain to meet her,
but it was evident that she atill was
too high for them to hope o reach
her decks, . .

From my vantage point In the win-
dow |1 mu’;lr! see the buodies of her
crew strewn about, although 1 could
not make out wh:':‘ manner of eren-
tures they might A

Not na ’:lln of life was maonifest
upan her na she Arifted slowly wilh
the light breeze above the ground in
a southerly direction,

$he wan drifting some lll't‘ir feet
followed by all but some hundred o
the warrlors who had besn ordered
back to the roofs to cover the ponsl-
bility of a return of the fleet, or of

nforcements.
'ﬂlt goon beenme evident that she
would steike the face of the buildings
about k mile south of our position, and
as [ wiatehed tha progress of the chase
i saw a number of warrlors gallop
ahead, dlgmount and enter the huild-
ing she seemed dastined to touch.

As ths craft neared the bullding,
and just hefore she struck, the Mar-
tian warriors swarmed upon her from
the windows, and with their great
apoars sased the shoek of the cr:lllinln.r;i
and in a few momenta they h
thrown out grappling hooks and the
hig boat was being hauled to ground
by their fellowas below.

After making hor fast, they
swarmed the sides and searched the
veussl from stem Lo stern,

I could aes themn examining the dead
sallors, ovidently for signs of life,
and presently & party of them ap-
peared from below dragging a little
figure among them,

o creatiirs was conmiderably less
than half as tall as the green Martian
warriors, and from my balcony |
could see that It walked erect upon
two legs, and surmised that It was
some new and strangs Martian mon-
strosity with whioh I bad not as yet
beooma acquninted.

They removed thelr prisoner to the
ground and then commanced a syste-
matic rifling of the vessol

Thin operation required several
hours, during which time,a number of
churlots were requisitioned to trans-
port the loot, which consisted in arms,
ammunition, wsilks, furs, Jowels,
atrangely carved stone vessals, and &
quantity of solld foods and ligulda,
including many caska of water, the
f’l;il I had seen sinoe my advent upon

arm,

After the last load had been re-
maoved the warriors made lines fanst
to the craft and towed her far out
inte the valley,

A few of them then boarded her
and were buslly engnged In what ap-
peared, from my distant positlon, as
the emptying of the contents of
varlous carboys upon the dead bodles
of the sallors and over the decks and
works of the vessol.

Thisn operation oconcluded,
hastily eclambered over her sides,
sllding down the guy rope to the
ground. The last warrior to leave tho
dock turned and threw something
back upon the vessel, walting an in-
stant to pote the outcome of hin act.

As o faint spurt of Aaime rose from
the point whera the misslle struck he
awWungE over the alde and was quickly
apon the ground, Searcely had he
allghted than the guy ropes were
simultaneously released, and  the
great wirship, lehtensd by the re.
moval of the loot, soared majestically
fnto the alr. her decks and upper
works a mass of roaring flames,

Slewly ahe drifted 1o the south-
aast, rising higher and higher as the
fames ale away her wooden parts

and diminished the welght upon her,
Ascanding to the roof o lhovmdhl

they

»

T watched her for hours, until

.
n.mhnhmﬂ-vlm=z-

distance,

The was e
mlnty.'ﬁuu funeral pyre, it

Ing unguided and unmanned through
the lonely wastes of tha Martlan
heavena; a derelict of death and de-
struction, typifying the life of
Mrangs and fe
whose unfriendly
oarried It,
-e:v‘ol:-?unr T dowly eemceadsd
w
to the -l.ru!...'
The scens I had
to mark the defeat and annihilation
:u:thm.t hruru; of nl ulrgnl .
or than the routin, our Eresn
warriors of a boﬂl= of similar,
though unfriendly, creatures.
I could not fathem the
hallucination, nor no more could

1 fres
It 1 : u
myself from it bucnt:mlrg: "

!

Innermost

plac
bound, and as 1 emerged
street Bola rushed up to
1 had been the object of
on_her part.
The cavalcade wan returning 1o the
Inza, the homeward march
n given up for that day: nor,
tf;|.-.-t. woae ll: recommenced
An & week, owl
return attack h'nﬂ”w ummu.
Lorquas Ptomel was ‘oo
old warrior o be caught
open plalas with a caravan
lots and ohildren, and so
mained at the deserted eity
d-:u;omm
# Hola and 1 entered ¢y plaza, a
sight met my eyedh which lﬁld my
whole belng with a t
mingled hops, fear, exultation
pression, and "f‘ monst doml
& mubtle ssnse of rellef and ha
for just as we neared the
of Martians I caught a glimpss
isoner from the battle oraft as she
“rhhtl:l mu.l‘bhl'r d into a
nearhy a cou m
Martian fT.kg:rll. -
And the might whish
waa Lhet of & slender,
#imilur in every detall 1 the sarthly
women of my past life. Bhe did not
a. me ati I‘ll-u:il hut'gu:th an whe wu;
mappearing throu & portal o
the bullding which waa to be her
nrlllun. she turned and her eyes me!
mine. -
Har f(uce was oval beautiful
In the extrems, hor avery ure
finely chisaled and exquisite, her
large and lustrous, and her head
mounted a masa of coal
waving halr, ocaught loosely In
strange yet becoming colffure.
skin was of a light reddish
the crimson glot

beautitully moulded Hpa shone with
n strangely enhancing effeot,

Ax her reatad me, har eyes
opened wide In aston ent and she
made a little sign to me with her fres
hand; a sign which I did not, of

-

fai

H
-

courss, understand, .

Just a4 moment we gared n each
other, and than tha look of nnd

inte ons of utter dejection,
with loathing and contampt,

T had not answered her al s (N

Ignorant as T was of oun-
toms, T intuitively felt that ahe had
made an appeal for succor and pro-

teotlon which my terrible ignorance

had preventad mes from nm‘:. 9

And then she was of

Arageed .
my wslght into the depths of the ds.

merted adifics,

CHAPTER IV,

A Glimpse of Kindness.

8 I came baok to mywesif T
glancad at Sola, who had
witnessad this esncounter,
and I was surprised to note
the sirange sxpreasion upon

her usually expressionless ocounts-
nance, What her thoughts were I
did not know, for as yet I had lsarned
but Httle of the Maktian tongue; only
sufficlent for my dadly oesds.

At the doorway of our bulldimg =
atrangs surprise awaited me. A war-
rior approached bearing the erma,
omaments and full accoutrements of
his kind. Thess he presented to me
with & few unintelligible words, and
i bearing at once respectful and men-
weing,

Later, Sola, with the ald of several
of the other women, remodelled the
trappings to Ait my leaser proportions,
and after they completed the work I
went about garbad in all the panoply
of war, :

From then on Sola instructed me
In the mystarien of the various weap-
ons, and with the Martian young [
rpent saveral hours each day practis-
Ing upon the plasa. | was not yet
proficiont with all the weapons, but
my great famillarity with similar
sarthly weapons made me an un-
usually apt pupll, and [ progressed
In & very satinfactory manner,

After they had retired for the night
It wna customary for the adults to
carry on a desultory conversation for
i short Ume before lapsing into slee
and now that | could understand thelr
lankuage I was always a keen Hstener,
lhnlml:! I never proffered any remarks
myselt.

Um the night following the .
visit 10 the audience chamber K‘ i
conversation Anally fell upon this sub-
Joot, nnd 1 was all ears on the instant, -
1 had feared to queation Sola relative
to the beautiful captive, as I could not
but recall the strunge expresaion 1 had
noted upon her face after my fret
encounter with the prisoner. .

That It denoted jealousy I could not -
say, and yet, judging thi b1
mundane standweds, as ﬁlllnﬂll
felt it safer to affect Indifference in the
matter until 1 learned more surely
Sola's attitude towurd the object of my
sollcitude. b

Harkola, one of the older women who' ™'
shared our council, had been ﬂm" .
al the audience as one of the cap o]
guards, and it was toward her the ©
questioners turmed. e

“When," asked one of the
“will wo enjoy the desth throes of
red one, or Lorquas Ptomel, Jed,
intend holding her for ransom ™

"“They to carcy hepoo
with us baok Lo Thark and ﬂlu

-
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e decided
i

-

-

thess & .
iy haods fate Badt
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